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The contents of this report relate only to the matters which have come to our attention, which we believe need to be reported to you as part of
our external audit process. It is not a comprehensive record of all the relevant matters, which may be subject to change, and in particular we
cannot be held responsible to you for reporting all of the risks which may affect SAAS or all weaknesses in your internal controls. This report
has been prepared solely for your benefit and Audit Scotland (under the Audit Scotland Code of Practice 2016). We do not accept any
responsibility for any loss occasioned to any third party acting, or refraining from acting on the basis of the content of this report, as this
report was not prepared for, nor intended for, any other purpose.

© 2021 Grant Thornton UK LLP.
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Key messages

This is our final report to the
Accountable Officer, the SAAS
Board and the Auditor General For
Scotland and concludes our audit
on the financial year ended 31
March 2021. We have issued an
unmodified audit opinion on the
annual report and accounts,
including an unmodified opinion on
regularity and the Remuneration
Report. We thank management for
all their assistance during the audit
process.

03 Wider Scope Audit

In accordance with the Code we
determined that SAAS meet the definition
of a smaller body. This is based on SAAS
income only coming via Scottish
Government Funding, a higher
proportion of expenditure is staff costs
and the financial statements are
considered less complex.

In accordance with the Code we have
concluded in this report on your
governance statement and SAAS’s
financial sustainability arrangements.
During our audit we did not identify any

further areas of wider scope risk.
© 2021 Grant Thornton UK LLP.

01 Materiality

We re-calculated our materiality based on the
unaudited annual report and accounts. The
benchmark of 2% of gross expenditure remained the
same. This resulted in:

A Materiality of £270,680 and a performance
materiality (75% of materiality) of £203,010

A Al audit adjustments above £13,500 were reported
to management and captured in this report.

A Lower materiality of banding on Staff
Remuneration Report (being £1,000)

O LI- Other audit matters

Our final report summarises a number of other audit
matters, including:

A We have concluded that SAAS meets the definition
of a going concern, reflecting on FRC Practice Note
10 considerations.

A The accounts contain limited estimation and
judgement. Estimates included depreciation and
amortisation of property, plant and equipment and
intangibles where we agreed the basis for the
calculation is reasonable, with no indication of
management bias.

A During the course of our work we did not identify
fraud and/or material error.

O 2 Financial statement audit risk

At planning, in accordance with the ISAs
(UK) and FRC Practice Note 10 we have
identified the following significant
financial statement audit risks:

A Management override of controls (ISA
UK 240)

A Risk of fraud in revenue expenditure
(cut-off) (FRC PN10)

A We have rebutted the risk of fraud in
revenue recoghnition as all funding is
from the Scottish Government, via an
agreed budget allocation.

We have no matters to bring to your
attention arising from our work over these
significant audit risks.

O 5 Our Audit Fee

Qur final audit fee of £24,410 was our final
audit fee. There were no non-audit
services (fees] during the year and we did
not need to vary our agreed fee.



Introduction

Scope of our audit work

This report is a summary of our findings from our external audit
work for the financial year ended 31 March 2021 at SAAS. The scope
of our audit was set out in our External Audit Plan communicated to
the Audit and Risk Committee on the 24 February 2021 and finalised
and submitted to SAAS on the 31 March 2021.

The main elements of our audit work in 2020/21 have been:

A An audit of SAAS’s annual report and accounts for the financial
year ended 31 March 2021; and

A Consideration financial sustainability and the Governance
Statement, as required under the smaller body classification,
within the Audit Scotland Code of Practice (2016).

Our work has been undertaken in accordance with International
Standards of Auditing (ISAs] (UK) and the Code.

This report is addressed to the SAAS Board and the Auditor General
for Scotland and will be published on Audit Scotland's website
www.audit-scotland.gov.uk in due course.

© 2021 Grant Thornton UK LLP.

Responsibilities

SAAS is responsible for preparing an annual report and accounts
which show a true and fair view and that are in accordance with
the accounts direction from Scottish Ministers. SAAS is also
responsible for establishing appropriate and effective
arrangements for governance, propriety and regularity that enable
it to successfully deliver its objectives.

The recommendations or risks identified in this report are only
those that have come to our attention during our normal audit work
and may not be all that exist. Communication in this report of
matters arising from the audit or of risks or weaknesses does not
absolve management from its responsibility to address the issues
raised and to maintain an adequate system of control.

Adding value through our audit work

We aim to add value to SAAS throughout our audit work. In
delivering our audit we use a dedicated public sector audit team.
This ensures our team have a comprehensive understanding of
SAAS and the wider public sector to focus on key areas of risk
relevant to your financial statements. As a result of the social
distancing and travel restrictions implemented in response to the
Covid-19 pandemic our audit work was delivered remotely. We
continue to share recommended practices with management,
where relevant, and contribute to wider discussions at the Audit
and Risk Committee during the year.
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Audit of the annual report and accounts

Key messages and
judgements

We have issued an
unmodified audit
opinion on the annual
report and accounts.

There were no
adjustments to the
primary financial
statements. We raised
a number of minor
disclosure adjustments
identified from our
review of the annual
report and accounts.
We do not consider
these to be material.
Further details are
provided in Appendix
2.

We would like to thank
management for all
their assistance during
the year in ensuring
the delivery of the
audit, to the
timescales agreed at
the start of the
financial year.

© 2021 Grant Thornton UK LLP.

Our audit opinion

For the financial year ended 31 March 2021 we have issued an unmodified opinion on the annual report and accounts.
As reported in the independent auditor’s report:

A the financial statements give a true and fair view and were properly prepared in accordance with the financial
reporting framework;

A expenditure and income were regular and in accordance with applicable enactments and guidance; and,

A the audited part of the remuneration and staff report, performance report and governance statement were all
consistent with the financial statements and properly prepared in accordance with the relevant legislation and
directions made by Scottish Ministers.

The audit process

In accordance with our annual external audit plan, our audit work commenced in June 2021. We received the draft
primary financial statements in line with our agreed timetable. The quality of the unaudited annual report and
accounts was good and disclosures complete.

The Scottish Government (payroll services) provide SAAS’s payroll. To support our audit, evidence is required from the
Scottish Government to substantiate payroll and remuneration transactions and balances in the accounts. During
2020/21 there were delays in receiving this information from the Scottish Government. Consequently, there were
delays in finalising our audit procedures over payroll costs and remuneration report disclosures.

There were no audit adjustments to the draft primary financial statements. There were no unadjusted misstatements
to the accounts. We also identified a number of disclosure adjustments in respect of the draft financial statements. A
full listing of disclosure misstatements is detailed in Appendix 1.

Materiality

The concept of materiality is fundamental to the preparation of the financial statements and the audit process and
applies not only to the monetary misstatements but also to disclosure requirements and adherence to acceptable
accounting practice and applicable law. Our audit approach was set out in our audit plan communicated to the Audit
and Risk Committee on the 24 February 2021 and finalised and submitted 31 March 2021. We updated our audit
materiality to reflect the 2020/21 draft financial statements. It is set at £270,680, representing 2% of gross expenditure.
Performance materiality was set at £203,010), representing 75% of our calculated materiality. We report to
management any difference identified over £13,500 (Being 5% of overall materiality). We applied a lower materiality
threshold for Directors Remuneration disclosures within the Remuneration and Staff Report to ensure that remuneration
has been disclosed within the appropriate bandings (being £1,000).
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Risks identified in our Audit Plan Commentary

Management override of controls A

As set out in ISA 240 there is a presumed risk that A

management override of controls is present in alll
entities. This risk area includes the potential for
management to use their judgement to influence
the financial statements as well as the potential
to override SAAS’s controls for specific
transactions.

We consider those key judgements that are most
susceptible to significant audit risk of
management override are those over
expenditure recognition. These are areas where

mcmciement has the iotentiol to influence the

A
A

A
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